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O1.

Context

A sustainable event is defined by the United
Nations as one that ensures the least impact
on the environment and engenders a positive
legacy in the society in which it takes place.
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In addition to reducing CO2 emissions and other pollutants, such events
i ._____:——:__;‘:__‘_'___:—"_,— ' J promote inclusion and equal opportunities, generating wealth in the local
— economy.
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Sustainable events require the active integration of all participants at
every stage of their planning and management. It is crucial to recognise
that such events generate both positive and negative impacts. Sustaina-
bility focuses primarily on minimising negative impacts on ecosystems,
promoting responsible action. Sustainable event organisers must take an
active role in this process. Factors such as venue selection, choice of ma-
terials and contracting suppliers play a vital role. These decisions are key
to making sustainability a realistic and achievable goal, effectively integra-
ting it into all aspects of event organisation.

The environmental aspects that are usually taken into account when a
sustainable event is proposed are: the increase in the consumption of raw
materials and natural resources, the generation of resources, noise pollu-
tion, such as that produced by travel, air pollution and light pollution. In
addition, measures for responsible water consumption are taken.
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In addition to focusing on ecological sustainability, it is crucial to re-
cognise that an event that does not generate economic benefits of-
ten loses its fundamental purpose. For this reason, the concept of
sustainability that we currently adopt is integrated with the financial
framework of the industry, taking into account its importance as a
driver of employment in countries like ours. This comprehensive
approach ensures not only the preservation of the environment, but
also economic viability and socio-economic development.

Sustainable events foster the local economy and employment, pro-
mote organic livestock farming and extensive agriculture, save costs
on consumption, services and materials, and promote equality and
social inclusion. In their efforts to reduce their negative impact on the
environment, events of this type stimulate environmental awareness
in society and inspire technological innovation in the search for more
sustainable and efficient alternatives.

In this context, Malaga is a MICE (Meetings, Incentives, Conferences
and Exhibitions) destination par excellence, promoting sustainability
practices and aligned with the SDGs. Thanks to this, the city managed
to position itself among the candidates for ExpoZ27. Likewise, other
figures support this vision of Malaga as a successful MICE destina-
tion: more than 385 congresses, meetings and events and 120,000

attendees in 2022. Regarding the sustainable vision, it should be no- =l NI - el SN 'Tvm*"'“r"!"—'—.:“-; Y

ted that ours was the first destination to produce a technological tool
to calculate and compensate the tourist’s carbon footprint, as well —— - . -}
as having an Environmental Advisory Centre for Malaga companies, - < roe-d /

a sustainable production stamp and another for sustainable events, "\ ;

which will be detailed in this report.

Table 1: Quantitative data in Spain on events

In 2017, congresses generated... 6,000 million euros
In 2018, music festivals created... 300,000 jobs
In 2019, football attracted... 9 million people

Source: Protocol for the calculation of the carbon footprint in sustainable events, 2023, Re-
gional Government of Andalusia
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Targets

To position Malaga as a meeting point for major international
events, applying technology in the realisation of events, with
environmental (SDG) and cultural criteria that preserve the tra-
ditions of the city.

To celebrate Gastronomic Events and Networking Conferen-
ces that value local products, taking into consideration basic
aspects of the circular economy, in order to create synergies
that favour the consumption of local and organic products.

To increase cleaning vehicles and personnel during major
events.

To communicate and advise on the advantages of obtaining
the sustainable events stamp

To expand facilities that host events such as the Trade Fair and
Congress Centre and the José Maria Martin Carpena Sports
Centre.
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03.

Results

s 2t : Sustainable events programmes and
=4 best practices
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y | _ The Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Protocol and ISO 14064 are
g the main methodologies used to calculate the carbon
s e footprint and are internationally recognised. The GHG
Protocol establishes the emissions of polluting gases

according to their scope, allowing a record to be kept of
the amount of gases emitted.

I pEDRECALEYn |

; MALAGA 17-5-2003 s ) . | o : N |
,' > | S Table 2: Scope of emissions according to the GHG
l h | ' Protocol

Emitted through stationary
combustion, process emissions,
fugitive emissions and mobile
emissions.

Emitted through the power
plants that supply electricity,
steam, heat and cooling to the
company.

Scope 3: Scope 3 emissions are indirect Emitted through a company’s
GHG emissions that occur up and down the value chain: suppliers,
company’s value chain and are not included in employees, business travel, use
Scope 2. of company products, etc.

Scope 1: Scope 1emissions are direct GHG
emissions that a company produces and
controls.

Scope 2: Scope 2 emissions are indirect GHG
emissions that a company produces through
its use of electricity and energy.

Source: ESG Reporting, Envoria
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_ . Figure 1: Sustainable events celebrated in the city of Malaga
“ISO 20121:2012 is the The Regional Government of Anda- 2019-2023

. . lusia published a protocol for the
international standard calculation of the carbon footprint

that describes in sustainable events in January
the requirements 2023. In addition to introducing the

necessary for an event cohcept of sustainable .eventst it
strives to generate a quality action

management system plan that serves as an example fra-

to be considered mework for regional organisations

systainable. ” to develop strategies and templa-
tes that facilitate the process of
sustainable adaptation of their ac-
tivities.

The Trade Fairs and Congress Centre of Malaga FYCMA also publi-
shed its own Guide to Sustainable Events, with a large catalogue of
best practices designed to cover specific activities for procurement,
communication, assembly, catering and impact.

Source: Municipal Environmental Awareness Programme

Another document offered to those interested in sustainable events ) ] i i
on this scale comes directly from the Malaga Convention Bureau. In Figure 2: Sustainable event stamp from Malaga, cémo
collaboration with Malaga City Council's Department of Tourism, this te quiero!?

manual for organising events (2023) was presented as a specialised
publication for production and preparation of events. It offers speci-
fic advice and ideas for professional meetings and congresses that
seek a positive impact on the city from an environmental perspective.

ISO 20121:2012 is the international standard that describes the requi-
rements necessary for an event management system to be conside-
red sustainable, improving its processes and the execution of its or-
ganisation. Compliance with this standard serves to voluntarily certify
that the event was sustainable.

Fuente: Malaga como te quiero!?
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Number of sustainable events and . . _ _
Figure 3: Reach of sustainable events in social networks by

scope year. Facebook reach studies by insights 2019-2023
“The Municipal Public The city has a management sys-
Environmental Awareness tem for applications to organise

. sustainable events, which inclu-
Programme has its des all those events that meet Alcance
own Sustainable Event the requirements established
and Environmental in the Municipal Environmen- 122223 156000
Responsibility certification @ Awareness Programme. Ha- 140000

; ving a quantitative framework
under the brand Malaga, enables us to study expected 200 95000
como te quiero!? " trends. Although we have little B
data, since adequate records Egzgg —

were not kept before 2019, we can say that more sustainable events are
planned every year. Although the pandemic significantly reduced the #0000 i
number of events organised, the data for 2022 were the highest to date A &H
and during the first months of 2023 we continue to process requests ¢ Shianes
for more certified events. It seems that sustainable events are here to
stay. m2019 m2020 m2021 w2022 m2023

The Municipal Environmental Awareness Programme also monitors the
impact of these events through social media. The position in the digital
world and the degree of exposure of the information of these events is Facebook
key to encouraging and celebrating more activities of this type.

: o : " ; " o Alcance NG 1055
This municipal programme has its own “Sustainable Event” certifica- ‘ i e

tion under the brand Malaga, cémo te quiero!? This certification can
be requested from Malaga City Council's Department of the Environ-
ment and from the Malaga Sports and Events website for the organising
companies. To receive the certification, the effective organisation of an

Interacciones || 73705

impresiones |, 1502974

event in the city must be justified, demonstrating that is in tune with the Publicaciones | 654
actions marked by SDG 3, 6, 7, 11, 12 and 13, in addition to other requi-
rements included in the application and preliminary meetings that will Seguidores actuales ] 35868

mark the planning of the event.
0 400000 800000 1200000 1600000

Source: Municipal Environmental Awareness Programme
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04.
Conclusions

We'd like to dedicate a few brief lines to specifying what
we know at the moment about this class of resources.

Having seen year after year the growing interest in holding sustaina-
ble events, we understand why so many different organisations have
produced documents focusing on how to be both environmentally
and socially responsible.

Continuing to promote these initiatives is of vital importance if we
are to seek recognition of sustainability. But it would be interesting to
work towards a more professional and standardised quantitative data
record. With a database of this type, we could analyse trends and
project the most successful and efficient strategies.
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